
Thomas Concrete is a leading supplier of high-quality concrete in the 
Southeast United States. Its parent company, Thomas Concrete Group, 
was established in Sweden in 1955, and the U.S. team has been 
serving customers for more than 30 years. A family-owned company, its 
environmental policy is at the heart of its identity. Thomas concrete has 
earned the reputation of being progressive, innovative, and sustainable.

Thomas Concrete Case Study



Challenge

Plants with CarbonCure

Company Name
Thomas Concrete, Inc.

Plant Locations 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina

Total CarbonCure concrete produced

Total CO
2
 savings 

26

2,300,000 yd3

38,000 tons

Thomas Concrete, “The Concrete Specialists®,” have been 
supplying high-quality ready mix concrete for projects in Geor-
gia, South Carolina and North Carolina since the 1980s. While 
Thomas was already operating sustainably by implementing 
practices like using Supplementary Cementitious Materials 
(SCMs) in mixes, the company was searching for a solution that 
would elevate its sustainable operations above the status quo. 

At a Glance

Solution
In 2015, CarbonCure’s research and development team 
reached out to Thomas Concrete seeking concrete producer 
partners to conduct trials of the pre-market technology.

CarbonCure’s innovative technology injects carbon dioxide 
(CO

2
) into concrete during mixing, where the CO

2
 converts into 

a mineral that makes the concrete stronger. This enables both 
production efficiences as well as environmental benefits; as 
once mineralized, the CO

2
 is permantly eliminated. 

The CarbonCure promise resonated with John Cook, Director 
of Technical Services, and Justin Lazenby, Georgia Manager of 
Technical Services, who took part in the first industrial trials. The 
results gave cause for excitement: an average 28-day strength 
increase of 10 percent.

This was the data the team needed to move forward with a 
rollout of four plants across Atlanta.



Implementation

In 2016, Thomas Concrete installed CarbonCure in their first 
plant located in Doraville, Georgia; and shortly after, they be-
came the first company to use CarbonCure operationally. 

Immediately, Thomas Concrete began realizing savings from us-
ing less cement in their mixes. Lazenby was also impressed by 
CarbonCure’s reliability. He remembers, “We continued to test 
and the results became so repeatable month after month. For a 
quality guy that’s huge, it means it’s working.”

At the beginning of 2018, Thomas Concrete installed Carbon-
Cure in 16 additional plants. The expansion was necessary to 
keep up with the demand for CarbonCure that earlier projects 
had generated. Lazenby says, “We’ve done work with the 
majority of large engineering firms in Atlanta and now they’re 
super ready to keep going because the building owners fall in 
love with it.”

That same year, Thomas Concrete supplied CarbonCure con-
crete for the first commercial project to be built entirely with 
CO

2
 mineralized concrete: 725 Ponce. 

725 Ponce utilized 48,000 cubic yards of CarbonCure concrete 
across a wide range of mixes and applications, including high-
strength concrete mixes and mixes with color pigmentation. 
In all cases, Thomas Concrete found that CarbonCure was 
compatible. As a result of using CarbonCure concrete for 725 
Ponce, 750 tons of carbon were saved; which is equivalent to 
888 acres of forest absorbing CO

2
 for a year.

Key Project: 725 Ponce
Atlanta, GA
750 tons CO

2
 saved



As of July 2020, CarbonCure is used in 26 Thomas Concrete 
plants, with 12 more systems slated for future installs. In total, 
Thomas has produced more than 2.3 million cubic yards of 
concrete with the technology, saving 38,000 tons of carbon; 
which is equivalent to more than 45,000 acres of forest absorb-
ing CO

2
 for a year. 

Lazenby says that where once there was skepticism, engineers 
and contractors now see opportunity. Questions have gone 
from “Does this work?” to “How far can we go, how far can we 
push this?”

CarbonCure has contributed positively to how Thomas Concrete 
is perceived as a company. CEO Alan Wessel notes that “We 
have become the leader in Atlanta in a lot of aspects. The 
CarbonCure partnership is part of that, as is our team and our 
network expansion. It all ties together: thinking long-term, doing 
the right thing, taking care of your people, taking care of your 
communities, and being sustainable.”

A particular point of pride is that as the word about Carbon-
Cure has spread — through word of mouth as well as high pro-
file media appearances — even the most traditional contractors 
have started to ask about using it. This is, Wessel says “the real 
home run for us.”

To learn more about Thomas’ CarbonCure story, download the 
full case study eBook at carboncure.com/resources/thomas.

Results

Where once there was 
skepticism, engineers 
and contractors now 
see opportunity.”

“

Justin Lazenby
Georgia Technical Services 
Manager, Thomas Concrete

—

http://carboncure.com/resources/thomas


CarbonCure Technologies Inc. is the global leader in carbon dioxide (CO
2
) utilization 

technologies for concrete. The retrofit CarbonCure Technology chemically mineralizes 
waste CO

2
 during production to make high-performing, more sustainable concrete. 

CarbonCure is on a mission to reduce the embodied carbon footprint of the built 
environment, with the goal of reducing CO

2
 emissions by 500 megatonnes annually.

To learn more about how CarbonCure can help grow your concrete business while 
shrinking your carbon footprint, visit carboncure.com or contact a CarbonCure 
representative at info@carboncure.com or +1 (902) 442-4020. 

http://carboncure.com

